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New Hair Salon in Moraga

Book your appointment today!
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925-631-9000 | 348 Park St.
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(Next to the Rheem Theatre)

A taste of wine in Lafayette

By Pippa Fisher

From Ieft Doug Spear, Isabelle Ord and B|II English at Isabelle’s Vlneyard in

Moraga.

For anyone curious about the
wine made from some of the

many vineyards scattered around

the Lamorinda hills, at last there is

an opportunity to enjoy some wine

tasting in Lafayette.

Meadow View Winery is going
to be pouring on the first Friday of
each month at Farmyard Darlings,
right in the heart of Lafayette’s res-
taurant row, making it convenient
for a quick taste before heading to
dinner. Meadow View is a boutique
winery specializing in making wine
from Lamorinda grapes.

Award-winning Meadow View
winemaker Bill English hopes that
people will wander in and taste. He
says they will be pouring samples
of their chardonnay, cabernet franc,
cabernet sauvignon, rose, super-T
and pinot noir.

“Now there is a place where
people can try local by the taste,”
says English.

English has been making wines
since 1976. He moved to the Bay
Area in the early 1970s from Ohio.
Initially living in Oakland, he said
the climate was fine for storage but
when he moved to the warmer cli-
mate in Orinda in the late “70s he
dug a wine cellar under his home to
keep his stored wine cool.

English points to the similarity
in climate and hillside geography
between Lamorinda, and the better-
known wine-producing regions of
Napa and Sonoma and says that
this area can produce excellent
wine.

Photo provided

In 2016 Lamorinda was estab-
lished as an American Viticulture
Area (AVA). “Local means some-
thing to some people,” says Eng-
lish.

English made wine in small
amounts as an amateur for many
years before becoming bonded
in 2014. In 2013 he started using
grapes grown at Isabelle’s Vineyard
— a Moraga vineyard owned by his
partners Doug Spear and Isabelle
Ord. In 2015 he moved production
of wine from his cellar to Spear’s
garage. He says they currently pro-
duce around 300 cases per year.

Almost all the wines are pro-
duced from grapes grown in Lam-
orinda, the only exception being
the pinot noir for which he uses
grapes from the Russian River.
English says that Isabelle’s Vine-
yard is their biggest producer — the
vineyard is almost an acre and pro-
vides five tons.

The winery conducts yearly
blending trials, using a small panel
of experts to perfect the balance. In
fact their cabernet sauvignon, cab-
ernet franc and their super Tuscan-
style wines are all blends.

On the shelves, Meadow View
Wines can be found at Jackson’s
Liquor Store and Diablo Foods in
Lafayette and at three of the Total
Wine stores (Pleasant Hill, San Ra-
mon and Pleasanton).

The next opportunity for tasting
is Friday, April 6 from 4 to 6 p.m.
at Farmyard Darlings, 20 Lafayette
Circle.

KEITH
KATZMAN

I’'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate for over 32 years.

925 376 7777 | kkatzman@pacunion.com
License # 00875484

1116 SANDERS DRIVE | 4BR/2 BA
OFFERED AT $1,295,000

1747 SPYGLASS LANE | 4BR/2.5 BA

2087 ASCOT DRIVE #124 | 1BR/1 BA
OFFERED AT $1,239,000

OFFERED AT $424,500

I’'m selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

925 376 7777 | kkatzman@pacunion.com
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Grateful Gatherings

.. continued from page A2

Both Somerville and Flitter
have a background in television
production, including HGTV. Flit-
ter also worked at Shelter Inc. —
one of the 15 agencies that Grateful
Gatherings works with. Others in-
clude Save, Operation Dignity and
Ruby’s Place.

Flitter says the “gatherings” are
exciting and heartwarming, noting
that they always manage to gather
everything on their list. She says
each project starts with a drop-off
of the donated items —a community
affair — before the furniture is tak-
en to the new home and set up by
volunteers. She says it is as much
about giving as receiving.

The Claire’s House project,
run by Catholic Charities of the
East Bay, will be a little different,
not least in terms of size. With 12
bedrooms, two living rooms, coun-
seling rooms, a classroom, five
bathrooms, kitchen, dining room
and laundry room there is much to
gather.

Currently Grateful Gatherings
have some corporate sponsorship
as well as local groups such as the
Acalanes National Charity League

and some individual Lamorinda
families sponsoring rooms. At this
point Grateful Gatherings mostly
has its entire list filled; however,
they are still in need of donations
to raise funds for mattresses, which
they always buy new, and volun-
teers to help.

According to CCEB Director
of Communications Mary Kuhn,
one of the biggest problems facing
those trying to help sex trafficking
survivors is the lack of supportive
homes for healing. Claire’s House
provides the security, long-term
care and intensive counseling nec-
essary to help minors overcome
their trauma. Claire’s House has
space for 12 girls, aged 12-17, and
will be opening in late May. The
home, currently being renovated,
is located in Alameda County. For
reasons of privacy, the exact loca-
tion is not being given.

Those interested in donating
money for mattresses or in other
opportunities to help in the May 5
event should sign up on the Grate-
ful Gatherings website at https://
gratefulgatherings.org/upcoming-
gatherings/.

New sherifft

Members of the community
including Mayor Don Tatzin,
Lafayette School District Super-
intendent Rachel Zinn, Chamber
of Commerce Executive Director
Jay Lifson, Moraga Police Chief
Jon King, Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District Deputy
Chief Lewis Broschard, and re-
tired Moraga Town Manager
Bob Priebe interviewed Alldritt

.. continued from page A2

as part of the selection process.

Falk notes that Alldritt’s time
spent in Danville, a city similar
in demographics and topography
to Lafayette, combined with his
years of experience in traffic en-
forcement makes him ideal for
the Lafayette job.

Tatzin says he is looking for-
ward to working with him.
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REAL ESTATE TEAM

3265 Reliez Court, Lafayette

1111
4 BED | 3BATH | $2,299,000

Rambling. Private. Single Story. Oasis.

Tucked back on a lovely cul-de-sac sits this
fabulous 3,356+/- sq ft single story rambling
rancher. Enjoying a wonderful open floor plan,
this remodeled home has it all including a chef’s
kitchen open to the great room and a large
bonus/game room. Situated on a level .49+/-
acre lot with outdoor kitchen, pool and dining/
entertaining areas.

3265ReliezCt.com

Buckingham Drive, Moraga

111
3BED | 2BATH | 1,532+/-SQFT

Moraga Charmer

Feel the genuine warmth of this darling updated
home situated on .23+/- ac with back access to
Moraga’s rolling hills. The short jaunt to top-rated
schools, shops, coffee & hiking trails reflects its
ideal central location. The exterior offers a gated
front courtyard, flat play & grass areas, hot tub &
lovely covered dining/seating area.

A '*F'iﬁ
;-&}gﬂii i

Coming Soon

Call for more info.

FOR MORE: 925.285.8336 —_—

Living & Selling Lamorinda
BRYDONIVESTEAM.COM | BRYDONIVESTEAM@APR.COM
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ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

LISA BRYDON & KRISTI IVES License # 01408025 | 01367466

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been
verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®, If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.




